
Resilience, Excellence, Self-awareness , Passion, Empathy, Communication, Teamwork 

This year has been filled with 

fundraising events and I have 

been blow away be our families 

generosity!!  

So far this half term we have  

raised, £154.55 Jubilee Day and  

Diabetes Awareness. 

Over the next few week a small 

group of Year 5 girls will be 

holding a fundraising event to 

support families in need, we 

have an Olympic Champion 

joining us for the day and our 

school fair!!! Busy, busy, busy! 

  

A message from Mrs Newsome 

Dear Families, 

I would like to start my message this month with a huge congratulations to 
our Year 6 children!  As with all the children in school the last two years 
have been extremely difficult , I am incredibly proud of how they have 
managed to deal with the adversities they have faced and given their Year 
6 SATs exams everything they had! We are yet to find out what the results 
are, but in my eyes they are all little super stars who I know will go on to 
flourish and achieve great things in the next chapter of their lives. 

As you will be aware we are now on the count down for the last few 
weeks of the school year and as always this time if filled with exciting trips 
and events in school.  We will be holding our first Bollywood Summer fair 
for 3 years on Thursday 14th July and we really hope all our families will be 
able to join us. 

As we move towards the summer holiday I would like to introduce you all 
to Sandy Lane Primary School’s newest addition!  Edith is a 14 week old 
cockapoo, and she will be the schools very own therapy dog.  I have listed 
on the back of this letter all the advantages of having a school dog and I 
hope you will all agree that this is a fantastic addition to the Sandy Lane 
Community.   

 

Congratulations! 

I would like to congratulate Tom Stewart for getting a  distinction for 

his ABRSM Clarinet grade 1 exam! Well done Tom.   

I would also like to celebrate Sulaiman Mahmood being chosen to 

play cricket for Yorkshire County Cricket Club in July. 

If your children have been doing something amazing outside of school 

please let me know as I would love to give them a shout out in our 

monthly newsletters. 

Thank you  

This term £500 pounds has been donated to 

school  by a friend and supporter of Sandy Lane.   

We would like to say a big thank you for this 

amazingly kind donation.  This money is going 

to be used to buy ‘The complete speech and 

language toolkit, from screening to interven-

tion.’ which will benefit children in school for 

year to come. 



Diary Dates 
• 6 July.  Whole school transition day 

• 7 July.  Blackhills Residential.  Bonsai class 

• 11 July.  School closed for Eid 

• 12 July.  Blackhills Residential.  Elder class 

• 13 July.  Blackhills Residential.  Maple class 

• 14 July.  Key Stage 1 trip to Lytham St Annes 

• 14 July.  Summer fair 3.30-5.00pm 

• 15 July.  Ukelele assembly for Beech, Ash and 

Willow 2.30-3.00pm 

• 19 July.  Sports for Champions UK 9.00-

12.00am 

• 19 July.  Bonsai class assembly  2.30-3.00pm 

• 20 July.  Sports Day.  Key stage 2 9.30-

11.30am.  Reception and Key Stage 11.30-

3.00pm 

• 21 July.  Year 6 leavers party 

• 22 July.  Ukelele assembly for  Elder, Maple 

and Bonsai 2.30-3.00pm 

• 25 July.  Year 6 leavers assembly 9.15am  

• 25 July.  Sandy Lane’s Got Talent 

• SCHOOL CLOSES FOR SUMMER ON 25 JULY 

AND RE-OPENS ON 1 SEPTEMBER. 

Thank You  

I would like to say a huge thank you from all the staff at 

Sandy Lane Primary School to Mr Donnelly and Allerton    

Co-operative for their continued contributions to the school.  

Supporting the school to be able to provide food parcels to 

our families in need.   

We have been working really hard to improve attendance and the overall attendance figure of the school is slowly 
improving and is currently 92.44%. The Government expectation is 96.0% and above at the end of the academic 
year and this is what we will be working towards from September 2022 – July 2023. 

We have set out our expectations in a letter and a flow chart that was sent out in every child’s report at Easter and 
also the letter has been pinged out to parents on a number of occasions and handed to parents when they have 
brought their child into school late. 

We still have a number of parents that are keeping their child off school for reasons that are not acceptable and 
who are not calling school before 8.30am to inform school their child will be absent. These absences are then    
recorded as unauthorised and parents could be fined if their child has 6 unauthorised absences within a 6-week 
period. 

We are trying to work with parents to improve their child’s attendance and have sent letters out informing parents 
if we have unauthorised their child’s attendance however, from September 2022 we will be sending letters issued 
by the Local Authority and this will result in fines being issued by them as soon as 6 unauthorised absences are  
recorded. 



The Benefits of a School Dog 

The benefits of a school dog cannot be underestimated and here's why.  

• Emotional   

• Children can empathise with animals in a way that they can’t always with other humans and this develops 
their emotional well-being   

• Spending time with an animal improves self-esteem and lifts mood  

• Dogs can also teach compassion and respect for other living things as well as relieving anxiety  

  

• Physical   

• Interaction with dogs reduces blood pressure, provides tactile stimulation, gives motivation to move and im-
proves fitness and stimulates the senses  

• Improved behaviour and concentration  

• Reduced stress and improved self-esteem  

• Increase levels of dopamine and serotonin  

  

• Social  

• A dog provides a positive mutual topic for discussion  

• Encourages responsibility  

• Improves wellbeing and boosts interaction with others  

• Supports the development of cooperative play   

• Teaches children to nurture and respect life  

  

• Academic   

• Companionship with a dog stimulates memory & problem-solving   

• School dogs have been proven to improve attendance  

• Motivating pupils to think and to learn, as most children have a high level of natural interest in, enthusiasm 
for and enjoyment of animals  

• Reading to dogs has been proven to help children develop literacy skills and build confidence, through both 
the calming effect the dog’s presence has on children as well as the fact that a dog will listen to children read 
without being judgemental or critical. This comforting environment helps to nurture children’s enthusiasm for 
reading and provides them with the confidence to read aloud.   

Morning Drop Off 

Please can I ask parents not leave their children in the playground unattended in a morning.  If you need to drop 
your children off before 8.45am, please book a place in Bright Sparks.  School is not responsible for looking after 
the children until the doors open, leaving your child in the playground without adult  supervision is putting them 
at risk. 



Meet the Governors 

John Henkel 

 
I live in Shipley and have two adult children who attended local primary and secondary schools before 
going on to study at university. 

Prior to retirement I worked in senior leadership roles in public transport, being a Director at Metro 
(West Yorkshire Passenger Transport Executive / West Yorkshire Combined Authority, based in Leeds) 
for many years. I was also a Director of a number of national transport organisations, which involved 
working with a range of private and public sector organisations, as well as with Government. 

My work as a Director required skills such as leadership, change management, strategy development 
and planning, financial planning and management, programme and project management, and part-
nership working. 

I have recently (October 2018) joined the Governing Body and have been impressed by what I have 
learnt to date about Sandy Lane Primary School. I look forward to working with the other Governors, 
the Executive Head Teacher and senior staff in supporting the school in working with parents to pro-
vide the best learning opportunities to the children attending Sandy Lane. 

 

Sanna Malik 

 
I am a mother of 2 and have been born and brought up in the Bradford area. 

My background has included working with children through to working age adults and older people. I 
am currently working as a Social Worker and Best Interests Assessor in Bradford. I have a keen interest 
in promoting Human Rights and Safeguarding. 

I hope to bring some of my existing knowledge and experience to support the school in an aim for pos-
itive outcomes for children. 

I am looking forward to working with the Governing Body and staff at Sandy Lane Primary School. 

 

 




