
Resilience, Excellence, Self-awareness , Passion, Empathy, Communication, Teamwork 

Our next whole school 

fundraising events will be 

next week.  On   Tuesday 

the children will be able to 

be involved in a Bradford 

City Penalty Shootout!  

Every child who raises £3 

or more will receive a 

prize and half of the   

money raised goes         

towards the school for 

equipment for the        

children. On  Friday the 

school will be raising   

money for  Children in 

Need, for £2 they can 

come in bright clothes 

have a bun and join in in 

games to win some     

wonderful prizes 

A message from Mrs Newsome 
Dear families, 

Please can I start this message by thanking you all for your continued   
support of the school.  Over the last half term we have held a parents 
book and bun session in EYFS, had Parents Evening and Key Stage 1 has 
invited mums and dads in to see the children’s amazing Art and English 
work.  All of these events have been highly attended and it has been  
wonderful to see families back in school once more. 

As mentioned in our last newsletter Sandy Lane’s ethos and core values 
are focused on providing all our children with the belief and aspiration 
that they can achieve anything they set their minds to.  We would like to 
open the children’s eyes to the world of opportunity that is out there for 
them.  It would be amazing to have parents from different working    
backgrounds come into school to talk to them about your career paths 
and journey in to the working world.  If you think this is something you 
could help the school with please contact me directly via email:  

Fiona.newsome@sandylane.bradofrd.sch.uk. 

With the countdown to Christmas fast approaching please keep an eye on 
the school calendar as we have lots going on including Christmas dinner 
day, EYFS nativity, Christmas parties, and carol concerts for all year 
groups.  It would be lovely to see as many families as possible at these 
events, so please come along. 

National Breakfast 

 

The national breakfast program is now well underway, with a very            
dedicated team of staff who are working really hard every morning to       
ensure that all children who would like breakfast are provided with one.  
Please remember that this is here for your children and as I said before, if 
you are in a rush, have run low on food or just can’t face the morning battle 
of having to make your child eat before they leave for school, don’t worry 
they will be fed here by us! 



Diary Dates 
 16th November -  Bradford City Penalty Shoot Out - children to bring sponsor forms with them 

 19th November -  Children in Need Day -  see details on previous page 

 8th December -  Reception Nativity - further details will be sent by class teachers 

 9th December - Christmas Day at Sandy Lane 

 17th December - School closes for the Christmas Holidays, re-open on 4th January 2022 

 Remembrance Day 

This Sunday the school has been invited to attend the Remembrance 

service in Green Wood Park.  It would be lovely to see children and their 

families at the event, it starts at 10.30am and will be no longer than an 

hour.  The school council will be reading a special Remembrance Day 

poem and laying a wreath for the school. 

Governors Update 

The governors would like to 

say thank you to all the     

parents and families who 

they spoke to on parents 

evening.  The feedback  they       

received was very positive 

and it was great to hear how 

our families feel about the 

work the school is doing. 

Parking  

Please can parents be 

thoughtful when they are 

parking by the school.  

Please do not block drives 

and paths.  Please be kind 

and polite to the residents 

who live in the Sandy Lane 

community as your             

behaviour reflects on the 

school. 

Attendance  

The school is now working to bringing the school attendance figure back in line with the Governments 

expected target of 96%.  At the end of last week our whole school attendance figure was 94.8%.  Please   

support the school by ensuring your child is here and on time everyday.  Mrs Walker and Ms Green our 

attendance consultant will be holding attendance meetings with all parents who’s child’s attendance is an 

issue. 



Parent Feedback 

At our last parents evening the governors asked four question directed by the school. 

 

Below is the feedback that they received.   

 

On parents evening 81% of parents were able to attend. The governors surveyed 13% 

of the parents who attended. 

 

How do you feel your child has settled back into school since September? 

12% of children have taken a little time to settle well 

88% of children settled well 

 

Do you feel the school has good communication between home and school? 

9% of parentssometimes struggle to see images on PING 

91% think school communication is good, they think the information provided is good 

and they really like class DoJo and being able to contact class teacher when needed. 

 

How supported do you feel by the school to help your child at home with their school 

work? 

6% of parents felt there could be more support and more homework would improve 

how they could work with their child at home. 

94% of parents felt the support provided to be excellent. 

 

Do you feel the school shares their whole school vision and ethos well with pupils and 

their parents? 

21% of parents felt that this could be improved 

79% of parents felt they knew and understood the school ethos and values. 

 

Next Steps: as a school we will be looking at the amount of homework that is sent 

home and how this is sent.  We will continue to develop the schools ethos and values 

with children and parents and look at new ways to ensure everyone understands the 

school vision for the future. 



Attendance 

We need your help and support to ensure we improve our whole school        

attendance figure.  Last year it was only 92% which is well below the Govern-

ments national expectation of 96%.  After the last 2 years of broken education 

for the   children we can not afford for them to miss anymore time.  

The Governors have made it clear that they will support the Headteacher with        
regards to poor attendance at school, however there are times when absence is   un-
avoidable and also acceptable. This letter explains the approach we are following to 
manage attendance. 

 
Types of Absence 

Each absence is classed as authorised or unauthorised. Absences are coded as             
authorised where reasons are considered valid and unauthorised where no expla-
nation or unacceptable reasons are given. 

Unacceptable Reasons 

Parental illness 

Shopping visits 

Care for family members 

Parents’ work commitments or business trips 

Holidays taken in term time (including long weekends taken on Fridays and/or    
Mondays)   

 
If your son/ daughter is unable to attend school through illness you should inform 
us by telephone or email via the school website before 8.30am on the first day of 
absence. We do have an absence line where messages can be left if you have to call 
before this time. If you do not supply us with this information we have a duty to 
contact you either by telephone or a home visit so that we may be sure of your 
child’s whereabouts as this is a safeguarding issue. It is also useful to know the      
expected day of return of your child. 

 
Where your child is absent through illness or medical appointments this will         
normally be counted as authorised. Where we have concerns over excessive          
absence patterns through illness we will need to discuss this with you in order to 
gain a better understanding of the problems and to offer support – for example by 
involving the School Nurse or receiving a letter from your GP or Consultant. 


