
Sue Duffy – Chair of Governors 

 

I am a mother of 4 and grandmother of 5. I came to work and live in Bradford 17 years ago. I am 

educated to degree level and hold a number of professional qualifications including Youth and 

Community Work and Assessment / Moderation. 

 

For most of my working life, 40 years, I have been involved in the informal education of children, 

young people and communities in the voluntary and statutory sectors. This work has involved me in 

all aspects of the strategic and operational development of services. I also have extensive experience 

of working with very diverse communities involving them in the design and delivery of services.  I am 

currently acting as the external moderator for elements of Bradford Colleges Youth and Community 

work degree and as an elected member for Thornton, Allerton and Sandy Lane. 

 

I retired from full-time Youth and Community work last year and was looking for another way of 

engaging my passions of providing learning opportunities that enable individuals to meet their full 

potential and increasing their voice and influence.   I was delighted to be asked if I would consider 

joining the governing body of Sandy Lane Primary School as being a school governor would allow me 

to utilise my skills and experience for the benefit of the school, the children and their parents. 

 

I have a particular interest in animal welfare, I also enjoy cooking and knitting. 

 

Noreen Shah, Parent Governor 

I have long had an interest in becoming a school governor and now that my children are a little older 

I am keen to take an active role in the school’s development. Sandy Lane offers a rich educational 

experience to each individual child and it is a privilege to be a part of the governing body. My 

daughters are in year 1 and year 5 and the youngest will join the school in September 2016. 

Therefore I hope to be involved long term as a parent governor. 

 

As a secondary school teacher of over eleven years I have a real commitment to working with the 

community in Bradford. Throughout my career I have thrived on the opportunity to help young 

people identify their personal and academic strengths so that they can achieve to their full potential. 

This is against a backdrop of frequent changes in education policy and constant pressure on schools 

to achieve high academic standards. As a member of the school improvement committee I would 

like to apply my experience within education to help drive the school forward. 

 

 

 

 

 

Shakil Ahmed, Parent Governor  

I am a Risk Consultant and work primarily on analytical projects in the financial 

sector.  



 

Outside work my main interests are travelling and sports; when I’m not tinkering                     in the 

garage or fixing the kids broken toys.  

 

I currently have two children at the school and am a Parent Governor. I serve on the School 

Improvement Committee and hope to support the parents and staff in helping progress the school’s 

vision and aims and ensuring all our children achieve their full, un-prohibited potential.  

 

I am delighted to have the opportunity to contribute and welcome parents to share their views with 

us. 

 

    Linda Walker, Staff Governor 

 

I am the Governor that represents the staff on the Governing body and have been for three years.  

I was approached by the previous Headteacher and asked if I would be interested in joining the 

Governing Body. I had previously been a Parent Governor some years ago when my three children 

attended Sandy Lane and I had enjoyed the experience so I jumped at the chance to be involved 

again. 

I am committed to the children and staff and aim to make their experience a happy positive one at 

Sandy Lane. 

I have worked at the school for eighteen years and have seen many changes throughout the years 

and have been privileged to work closely with children, parents and staff in a number of roles. 

I have many hobbies but unfortunately do not always have the time to pursue them, however 

spending time with my three Daughters and three, soon to be four Grandchildren is my priority.  

 

     Graham Walker, Co-opted Governor  

 

I have now been retired for coming up to 5 years. In my career I was a Senior Manager in Bradford 

Council’s Youth Service. Prior to this I was the Youth Service’s Training Officer and Staff Development 

Manager with particular responsibility for Quality Assurance. As a Trainer I developed and delivered 

courses on a multitude of issues such as Child Protection, Management Supervision, all Equal Rights 

issues and the fundamental skills relating to informal work with young people.  

 

In addition to this I was a part-time Ofsted Inspector for nine years, focussing on youth provision. 

 



Now retired, I intend that my experience and expertise will be of use in supporting the school and 

the teaching staff in delivering a quality education to the children at Sandy Lane. 

 

 

 

Jacky Payne  

 

My husband and I have just moved into the area.  I was born in Yorkshire and my two sons and first 

grandchild live in Leeds. I have been involved in schools all my working life as a teacher, advisory 

teacher and head teacher. My last post was as head teacher of a primary school in Warwickshire. I 

loved my job not only in the classroom and when sharing my skills to develop other teachers but also 

when working with parents and the local community. 

I retired in 2008 then worked as a volunteer in Ethiopia in their Ministry of Education for one year.  

 

I have enjoyed a full and active retirement, travelling, cooking, gardening and dabbling in creative 

hobbies such as sewing, needlepoint and photography.   

 

I was pleased to be invited to be a governor at Sandy Lane.  In some small measure I would like to be 

able to use my experience and skills to support the school. I hope I can contribute to helping the 

school provide the best possible education for all its pupils.   

 

 

 

 


