
Thank you Reception Staff

Date 9th Dec. 2016

We have had a really hectic week once again. The Christmas Fair was a great 
success and it was lovely to see so many of you coming along to support us.  
We have raised a lot of money for our school fund which benefits all of our 

children. Thank you for supporting our Christmas Fair.
Dates for your diary;

Next week, Nativity performances of ‘The First Christmas’, are on
Tuesday a 2 o’clock and Wednesday at 10 o’clock. with refreshments afterwards.

Please come for some tickets if you haven’t already got some, it is going 
to be a really lovely occasion.  The children have worked so hard!

Our Christmas party is on Thursday. The children can come in their
party clothes, sensible footwear please. 

They don’t need to bring any food as we will provide that in Reception.

And finally;  The children have a special book in school that is a 
record of their achievements so far.  

You will be invited in in the New Year to share it with your child.
We would love to include in these books your thoughts and comments

about your child's first term at Sandy Lane.
If you would like to contribute please return the thought bubble below.

At the end of the first 
term…..



Another busy week! School looks lovely now it has been decorated for Christmas.  
The children really enjoyed putting baubles on the tree in the hall.  The switching on of the 

tree lights during the ‘Bauble’ Assembly was magical. Ask your child to tell you about it.

This week we have listened to the Christmas story and have started practising for 
our Nativity concert; you may have heard your children singing some of the 

Christmas songs we are learning, (Our concert is on Tuesday 13th Dec at 2pm and Wed 14th Dec at 10am;
if you haven’t already got your tickets, don’t forget to order some).

Attached to this sheet are the words to ‘Away in a Manger’, a lovely, traditional 
carol that many of you will know; if you do know it please help your child to learn the words 

by singing it with them. 

We have also been learning all about 2D, (flat) shapes this week. Which shapes does your 
child know? Ask your child the name of each shape in the red box 

and write down what they say underneath it. 
How many decorations of each shape are on the tree? 

Encourage your child to count them and help them to write the number inside the shape in 
the red box.  Colour in the Christmas tree and decorations  and bring it back to school for a 

special sticker. Thank you Reception Staff

Date 2nd Dec. 2016

How many shapes 
altogether? 





Date 06th Jan 2017

We hope you all had a pleasant Christmas break and wish you all 
a healthy and happy 2017. 

The children have returned to school refreshed and raring to go!

This week we have been naming 2D shapes and thinking about 
their properties.

Please play the Shapes Pairs game with your child.  Cut the attached 
grid of shapes up and place them face down on the table. Ask your 
child to turn two cards over at a time. As they turn the cards over 
ask your child to name the shapes. If they get two cards the same 

they can keep them. 
If your child can already name the shapes, please talk about the 

properties of the shapes as they turn over the cards.
Properties….

Triangle; 3 corners and 3 straight sides
Circle no corners and 1 curved side.

Rectangle/oblong 4 corners and 4 straight sides, (2 long and 2 short 
sides) 

Square; 4 corners and 4 straight sides all the same length.

When they are confident at naming shapes and talking about the 
properties please ask questions like these.

How do you know it’s a square? Encourage them to say it has 4 
straight sides all the same length and 4 corners.

What is different about a circle and a triangle etc, etc

We will be playing the game in school next week and look forward to 
the children showing us what they know.

Thank you  
Reception staff



This week  we have been learning about our sense of sight and have been finding out all 
about eyes.  We have been looking at eye colour, using information books and 

observing closely (using mirrors and looking at each others eyes).
Can your child remember what the 5 senses are?  Please ask your child what they 

remember about their eyes; use the key words  as you talk together.  Please spend 
some time looking in a mirror with them and talking about what they see. Talk about 
eye colour (the coloured part is called the iris), eyelashes, eyebrows, the shape of 

their eyes and the black circle right in the middle (the pupil) etc. 
Are their eyes the same colour as other family members?

Afterwards, ask  your child to draw their eyes in the space below and colour them  
the right colour.  Return the sheet to school for a special sticker. 

Thank you 
Reception Staff

Date 13th Jan. 2017

Please check your child’s ‘Next Steps’ book and keep practising!

Key vocabulary

senses   eyelashes  eyebrows   pupil   colour  iris   
blink    tear duct     eyelid    eye ball   precious


